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1404.                     TO MRS. BLACKWOOD

28 MAY 1859

. My text is taken from Sotheby's catalogue of November 10, 1931.

Onslow Square, May 28,
Madam,

On Friday 3 June can you and Monsieur Blackwood come and
dine if you please with W. M. T. & Co.

O what a narrow escape I have had this month
Twice ill. 4 days each time, obliged to
come out without my plates.31
What a national calamity!
only down at 6
yesterday

ev>g.
Hip Hip
Hurray

1405.                             TO MISS COLE
28 MAY 1859 32

Reproduced in facsimile in The Orphan of Pimlico, "Gore House." Endorsed:
Miss Cole.

36 Onslow Sq. S W.

Saturday. 28 May.

M? Thackeray presents his compliments to the Council, Secretary,
Treasurer, and Members of the Trap dub,33 and, in reply to their
obliging invitation, has the honor of saying that he most heartily
wishes they may catch him.

31 See number XIX of The Virginians, chapters 76 to 79.

33 During the years Thackeray lived at Onslow Square, May 28 fell on a
Saturday only in 1859.

33 "Trap and ball have been croqueted away," writes Lady Ritchie in The
Orphan of Pimlico, "and croquet is in turn rolling off disconsolate, since cer-
tain fine summer afternoons a great many years ago, when some young people
used to play at their innocent games, and sit under the trees in the gardens of
Gore House. On one occasion the Miss Coles, the owners of the trap, sent a
formal invitation, to which came an answer."